How are children with CP affected by their condition?
The UKCP registers collect information on how well the children can walk, or if they use a wheelchair, and whether they can dress and feed themselves. Children's hearing and sight are considered, and whether they have learning difficulties. The type of CP is also recorded. These are aspects of CP which are important to quality and length of life.
• There are more boys born with cerebral palsy than girls.
• For every 100 girls with cerebral palsy, there are 135 boys with cerebral palsy.
• Just under a half of children with cerebral palsy were born prematurely.
(Babies born before 37 weeks gestation are defined as premature.)
• Just over a half of children with cerebral palsy are affected by bilateral spastic cerebral palsy.
• A third of children with cerebral palsy are affected by hemiplegic spastic cerebral palsy.
• About one in twenty children with cerebral palsy have dyskinetic and ataxic cerebral palsy.
• About one in three children with cerebral palsy are unable to walk.
• About one in four children with cerebral palsy cannot feed or dress themselves.
• About one in five children with cerebral palsy cannot walk, and cannot use their hands.
• About three in ten children with cerebral palsy have severe learning difficulties
• About one in fifty children with cerebral palsy are deaf.
(Deaf means severe hearing loss in both ears.)
• About one in eleven children with cerebral palsy are blind.
(Blind means worst than 6/60 in the better eye, or no useful vision.)
• About one in four children with cerebral palsy are reported to have epileptic seizures.
How long do children with cerebral palsy live?
The longer you live, the longer you are likely to live! Once a child has lived to age ten years, we know they have a better chance of living a long life. As you might expect, the more severe impairments a child has, the less likely it is that he or she will live to be an adult. The examples below are mostly for two year old children.
• A child who is mildly affected by CP can expect to have much the same length of life as a child without CP.
• A child of two who cannot walk has three chances in four to live to adulthood.
• Of a hundred children aged five who cannot walk, and cannot feed or dress themselves, 63 will live to 20, and 50 will live to age 30.
• A child of two who cannot walk, and cannot feed or dress himself, and has severe learning difficulties is as likely as not to live to age 25.
• Half of five year old children who cannot walk, and cannot feed or dress, have severe learning difficulties and are blind will live to be adults.
• A quarter of two year old children who cannot walk, and cannot feed or dress, have severe learning difficulties and are blind will live into their thirties.
• A child of two who cannot walk, but is not otherwise severely affected, is very likely (95%) to live to 20 years.
• A child of two who cannot walk, or feed and dress herself, but who can see, and does not have severe learning difficulties has a four in five chance of reaching age 20 years.
• A child of two who cannot walk, or feed and dress herself, and has severe learning difficulties,but who can see, has a three in five chance of reaching age 20 years.
• A child of two who cannot walk, or feed and dress herself, and has severe learning difficulties,and is blind has a two in five chance of reaching age 20 years.
• Children who were born preterm have a slightly better outlook than a child with the same impairments who was born at term.
• If a person with cerebral palsy lives to age 18, they are more than likely to live beyond age 40.
• A third of those children with cerebral palsy who die young have cerebral palsy as their underlying cause of death.
• One in five of those children with cerebral palsy who die young have respiratory disease.
• Only one in 25 of those children with cerebral palsy who die young have epilepsy as their underlying cause of death.
• Adults with cerebral palsy die from the same diseases as other people. Heart attacks and strokes are common, as are cancers. 
Further information

